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Final Reminder! 

 

The time to submit a RMA and payment (late fee applies) before the start of the new season is running 
out: 
o If you are not planning to return, please let someone on the Board know 
o If you have not submitted a RMA AND payment (only one of these items is insufficient) you are 

inactive in Arbiter and ineligible for assignments. 
 

There will be a New Member Orientation meeting on Tuesday, August 25th at 6:00 pm before the 
general meeting. If you have NOT attended one, please do so even if you have been a probationary 
member for a while. We take pride in providing the best work for our clients and the Bylaws state that 
not attaining full member status after a year of probationary membership can be grounds for not 
accepting a RMA. All members are welcome, some strongly encouraged, to refresh your awareness of 
SBSRA. 

 
The next membership meeting is Tuesday, August 25th at 7:03pm in the North High Cafeteria. This is a 
CRITICAL meeting as our Assignor, Gabriel Goldsman, will go over the different rules for the leagues 
we serve. There are significant changes to the LOTG and how the various leagues want us to address 
them (ESPECIALLY in the younger ages).  These are critical to know, understand and put into practice. 
Also, if you requested a physical copy of the NEW Laws of the Game Book, they will be distributed. 

 
The September CORE Training will be at the North High Cafeteria (Tuesday, September 15th.) Now 
that these useful trainings are no longer always held in our backyard, it is VITAL that we have a good 
attendance so that SBSRA can continue to host them at least once a quarter. Please make every effort to 
come to the training and support your growth as an official and our organization. 

 
Words of wisdom from a (that long?!) long time member. Our assignor, Gabriel Goldsman, is always 
willing to have a conversation with you if you feel that you are being assigned to matches that are not 
challenging enough or too challenging. SBSRA wants every referee to feel comfortable and not be put 
in situations that they cannot handle. If you are looking to move up to higher badge levels, please make 
sure that Gabriel knows this, so you can be assigned matches that will enable you to grow as a referee. 

 
Now is the perfect time to look through your referee bag and gear. PLEASE take out and wash the 
jerseys you left there from last season! Consider the condition of your uniform: is it time to get a new 
jersey of certain colors? How black are the shorts and cap? Do the socks still stay up over the calves? If 
you did not already get our 50-Year Anniversary black cap, which is approved for wearing during 
matches, please bring $5.00 to the August meeting to get your cap. 

 
Take a look at your Arbiter profile. Remember you must have a picture (head only or head and   
shoulders shot) and a cell phone number. While you are there, think about your blocks and start blocking 
the things your spouse told you about (your kids’ birthdays, your anniversary etc.). To my fellow  
women referees, ignore this – I know you are already on top of this!😂 
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Website 
 

Having problems signing in to our website with your password? Getting a “Can’t find php template” 
error? 

Step 1 – clear the cache on your device 
Step 2 – try logging in again 
Step 3 - if that doesn’t work, reach out to our webmaster Rick Roberts, at web@sbsra.org. 

 
Parking at Games 

 

SBSRA reimburses members for parking in limited cases. We have a small number of locations that 
charge for parking, most notably Historic Belmar Park in Santa Monica. Please be reminded: 
➢ Always use free parking when available, even if it means walking an extra block or two, 
➢ Send a copy of your parking receipt to our treasurer within 7 days of the game. 

 

Professional Appearance 
It is important to avoid the following non-compliance with uniform standards: 
➢ Long-sleeve undershirts, of any color, are unacceptable under short-sleeve referee shirts 
➢ The only acceptable socks are black with two stripes above the ankle 
➢ Shorts and socks that are excessively faded or worn (not quite black) 
➢ Desert style, or any other floppy style, hats with neck flaps. 

 
DO NOT EXPOSE bodily bare skin or underwear at the fields. Please wear an appropriate undershirt to 
and from the field to avoid this unnecessary exposure! 

 
Referee Jersey Badges 
We have 4 alternatives: 
➢ USSF Soccer 
➢ USSF Futsal 
➢ SBSRA 
➢ CSL “5 Star Referee” (for CSL games only) 

 
Please ensure you wear the correct one for each game. Generally, most youth games require a USSF 
badge (current year or next year’s badges only), middle school and most adult games require an SBSRA 
badge. 

 
 

League Rules 
 

Please be reminded to visit each league’s dedicated page on our website, which can be found at 
https://www.sbsra.org/competitions before going to the fields to officiate their games. If you have any 
questions about a league, please check the website before asking an assignor or anyone else. 

mailto:web@sbsra.org
https://www.sbsra.org/competitions
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A variety of problems on and off the pitch occur when members are not familiar with the rules of the 
league in which the officiate and are easily avoided with just a few minutes of research on our part 

 
 

Certified Athletic Trainers 
The Elite Academy (EA) requires the presence of a certified athletic trainer at all of their matches other 
than U11 and U12 (not required but considered best practice) and is optional for EA2 matches. 
The EA Standards & Rules state: 
➢ Matches are instructed to not start without a Certified Athletic Trainer (ATC) and 
➢ If a club does not provide ATC the game will go down as forfeit and all referee expenses will still 

need to be paid for by the home team. 
 

Other leagues may have similar requirements, and we need to enforce them as appropriate. 
 

Single Referee Call-In Procedures 
 

Please be reminded of our day of game single referee call-in procedures as follows: 
➢ Weekday games – continue to call into our SBSRA hotline, (310) 955 9905, and select 1 to leave a 

message, 
➢ Weekend games – send a text message to the Assignor, (213) 220 3580 
➢ Whether you call or text, make sure you include the following: 

• Your Name, 
• Field Location, 
• Time of Game. 
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Some Things to Think and Laugh about 
 

On Match Logic and Strategy 
 

• “We lost because we didn't win.” — Cristiano Ronaldo 
• “We must have had 99% of the game. It was the other three per cent that cost us the 

match.” — Ruud Gullit 
• “We didn't underestimate them. They were just a lot better than we thought.” — Bobby 

Robson 
• “If they hadn't scored, we would've won.” — Howard Wilkinson 
• “I'd like to play for an Italian club, like Barcelona.” — Mark Draper 

 
 
 
Classic Pundit & Player Blunders 

 
• “I was a young lad when I was growing up.” — David O'Leary 
• “My parents have been there for me, ever since I was about seven.” — David Beckham 
• “I couldn't settle in Italy — it was like living in a foreign country.” — Ian Rush 
• “...he's the best manager I've ever had.” — David Beckham (on Alex Ferguson) 

 
 
 
Witty Takes on Life and Play 

 
• “I spent a lot of money on booze, birds and fast cars. The rest I just squandered.” — 

George Best 
• “My coach said I run like a girl, and I said if he ran a little faster, he could too.” — Mia 

Hamm 
• “I never realized that in order to become a jockey you have to have been a horse first.” — 

Arrigo Sacchi 
• “The rules of soccer are very simple: if it moves, kick it. If it doesn't move, kick it until it 

does.” — Phil Woosnam 
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Approval of Minutes 
 

Included below are the Annual General Meeting Minutes for our most recent meeting for approval by the 
Membership at our next meeting. 

 
 

SBSRA General Membership Meeting Minutes 
July 28, 2026 

 
Call to order at 7:05 pm 
 
Approval of June 2026 Meeting Minutes, Motion made by Steve Brandon, seconded by 

Scott Jarus, approved by acclamation 
 
Monthly Training – Wayne Merrick: Law of the Game Updates 2026/27 

a) Main Changes: 
• Five (5) second countdown for throw ins (when control of the 

ball is gained) 
• Five (5) second countdown for goal kick (when control of the 

ball is gained) 
• Ten (10 seconds for substitute to leave the pitch), for youth games 

this should be lenient 
• “Accessories permitted if covered and not deemed dangerous, most 

things will be allowed if taped over 
• Referee may allow advantage on incorrect restart if the ball is in play 
• Drop ball, can go to the team you feel should get it, easy peasy 

(except in penalty area) 
• Injured player who leaves the pitch must stay out for a minute 
• No caution needed for DOGSO if advantage was applied and a 

goal is scored 
• Number of ATTACKERS can now be considered when determining 

DOGSO, otherwise just do as you have been trained 
• Accidental double touch on penalty kicks clarified and outcomes 

made clearer 
• Supposed to only have the captain speak to the referee, no 

mass confrontations 
b) Mechanics: 

• Use either hand, use a count down and may use arm movement up 
and down. 
• When to start the countdown, recommend blowing the whistle before 

the countdown, blow whistle if they go too long, you can use the hand 
motions to “extend” the timing 
• It was acknowledged that keeping track of one minute of staying out. 

And it will be challenging to keep track on when they can come on and 
give them permission to enter 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

o Address Changes – Please send them to Bruce 
o Checks for games – See Bruce for them 
o Annual Dues – Due by July 31, then a late fee applies 
o Hats can still be purchased 
o Year End Financial Report - Budget to actual expenses were very close 

 
President’s Report 

o Board Meeting – July 2026 
• GG thanked all the Board Members and said Jonny will continue 

to help as GG’s assistant in various issues and President stipend 
will be paid to JJ); GG will only have one vote as a Board 
member, JJ to continue to help with contracts, KA to take over 
Flag and Whistle. 

• Training Director – we need a person in this position, especially 
for the NMO, GG wants to have a position that can monitor the 
new referees more consistently. 

o New Member Introductions - Jesus Mondragon, Joey Douille, Thaddeus 
Maylone introduced themselves 

 
Vice President’s Report - Thanked Gabriel and Jonny 

o ROL Update and SafeSport – 161 members, 14 inactive 
o Must keep up with Safe Sport to stay on ROL 

 
Secretary’s Report 

o SBSRA Membership Report – Must have photo and phone number in Arbiter 
▪ Total Members 127 full, 30 probationary 
▪ Number of New Member Applications this Month 2 
▪ CORE  - September 15 will be here at North High 
▪ New Member Orientation will be held in August before General 

Membership Meeting 
 
Assignor’s Report: 

o Cal South Update – Ojai Camp, a report was given by an attendee (Danijel 
Dukic) 

o Games Expectations – Games will start in the 3rd week in August, there will be 
a tournament in Thousand Oaks in late August, season starts in the second 
week of September 

o CORE Training – Last one was in Chino about the changes in LOTG 
o Please contact Gabriel to talk about your expectations for yourself 

 
Member-At-Large Report – Please know how to write a report and when to write one. 

Must be done in a timely manner, will give out coins and badges 
Other Business – NA 

Meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm 


